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Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the  
week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other  

Mary came to see the tomb. 
And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel 

of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled 
back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 

His countenance was like lightning, and his  
clothing as white as snow. 

And the guards shook for fear of him, and  
became like dead men. 

But the angel answered and said to the women,  
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus  

who was crucified. 
“He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see  

the place where the Lord lay” (Matt. 28:1-6).

Seeing is believing. That’s what they say—and it’s true. 
We believe what we are able to observe for ourselves.

All through the Bible, God says that He wants us to see 
certain things: 

• “. . . Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, . . .”  
(Ex. 14:13a).

• “. . . see the work of the LORD. For it is an awesome 
thing that I will do with you” (34:10b).

• “. . . see the land which I have given to the children of 
Israel” (Num. 27:12b).

• Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the 
man who trusts in Him! (Psalm 34:8).

• Come and see the works of God; . . . (66:5a).
• Then the LORD said to me, “What do you see, Jeremi-

ah?” (Jer. 24:3a).
• And the LORD said to me, “Son of man, mark well, see 

with your eyes and hear with your ears, all that I say 
to you . . .” (Ezek. 44:5a).

• The nations shall see and be ashamed of all their 
might; . . . (Micah 7:16a).

• And he said to me, “What do you see? . . .” (Zech. 
4:2a, 5:2).

• [Yeshua] answered and said to them, “Go and tell John 
the things which you hear and see” (Matt. 11:4).

• “. . . See! Your house is left to you desolate” (23:38).
• “. . . One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I 

see” (John 9:25b).
• . . . For we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:2b).
• “. . . Come and see” (Rev. 6:1b, 3b, 5b, 7b).
• They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 

foreheads (22:4).

And here in Matthew’s Resurrection account, the angel 
tells the women, “Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay.” It’s an invitation to examine the evidence.

Some people say that trusting the Lord is like “taking a 
blind leap of faith.” And there are times when that’s true! 
But it’s also true that unbelief can be a lot more blind and 
reckless than faith! Faith is informed and confirmed by 
evidence and reason. In fact, true faith welcomes scrutiny. 
Doubt, on the other hand, often persists even in the face of 
evidence to the contrary.

On that Resurrection morning 2,000 years ago, God in-
vited those women to “come and see” for themselves.

The Great Debate
God’s message to the world is the Good News about His 
Son, Yeshua the Messiah. That simple message of life and 
forgiveness is infused with several historical facts: name-
ly, that Yeshua was born, lived, died, and then was raised 
from the dead (see 1 Corinthians 15:1-8).1

The Resurrection is the centerpiece of our message to the 
world. Yeshua is alive! God supernaturally raised Him 
from the dead!2

No wonder the Resurrection of the Messiah has been the 
focus of so much of the enemy’s attention over the past 
2,000 years. It’s like a debate—complete with point and 
counterpoint. God says, “I raised my Son from the dead” 
and the enemy says, “No, you didn’t.”

The Supper at Emmaus
Rembrandt

THE GREAT DEBATE
Point:  
RESURRECTION

Counterpoint: 
NO RESURRECTION

Tipping Point: 
EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY
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Where Did the Body Go?
I believe God. And as I said earlier, my faith isn’t blind. The 
law of cause and effect, for instance, indicates that something 
transformative happened on that third day after the Crucifix-
ion. The disciples experienced something that changed every-
thing forever. Yeshua the Messiah rose from the dead—and 
they saw Him! Was it all a lie or a figment of their imagina-
tion? Could it have been wishful thinking or a mass halluci-
nation—or both? Such fanciful notions push the boundaries 
of believability.

Ironically, the Lord’s enemies (mostly the first-century San-
hedrin) provide some of the most compelling evidence that He 
arose from the dead. Ancient Jewish sources don’t contest the 
miraculous aspects of Yeshua’s life; instead, they attribute 
those miracles to magic or sorcery.3 Doesn’t that amount to 
a tacit acknowledgement that the miracles really happened?

The high priest and his colleagues on the Sanhedrin weren’t 
dummies. They were from some of the leading clans of Is-
rael—and they were smart and conniving. They were pre-
pared for the contingency that Yeshua’s disciples might try to 
steal His corpse and later claim that He had been resurrected 
(see Matthew 27:62-66).4 That’s why the tomb was sealed and 
placed under the watchful eye of a Roman or Temple guard. 
It’s therefore unlikely that the disciples would have had the 
wherewithal to steal Yeshua’s body from a sealed and guard-
ed tomb even had they wanted to do so.

If any of the disciples had secretly taken the body, they 
would have known that the Gospel message of a risen and 
ascended Messiah was a fraud. According to tradition, the 
Apostle John was the only one of the original disciples who 
died a natural death. Judas committed suicide, according to 
the NT; and if the traditions have any basis in history (and 
they certainly could), most if not all of the other disciples 
were martyrs on various mission fields all over the known 
world. All of this begs the question: Would any disciple in 
his right mind have been willing to die for something that 
he knew was a gigantic hoax?

Just think about it. If one of the apostles in the first century 
was about to be boiled alive in oil, or about to be flayed like 
a tuna by razor-sharp blades, and he knew the Resurrection 
didn’t really happen, don’t you think he might have said, 
“Hold on a second, guys. You don’t understand. It was just a 
prank. Come on, where’s your sense of humor? Now please let 
me go. You won’t have any more trouble from me—I swear!”

Yet, there’s no record of anything like that happening. Not 
even a hint. And trust me—if it had happened, it would have 
been big news!

It’s equally unlikely that His enemies stole the body. If anyone 
on the Sanhedrin had known where the body was, they would 
surely have produced it at some opportune moment in the 
following days or weeks. Unveiling the decomposing corpse 
would have proven once and for all, and in rather dramatic 
fashion, that Yeshua of Nazareth was yet another failed Mes-
siah—and that His followers were perpetrating a fraud. The 
fledgling Yeshua movement would have been stopped dead in 
its tracks, history would have taken a different course, and 
you wouldn’t be reading these words right now!

But again, nothing like this took place. So it’s clear that His 
enemies didn’t have the body. It’s equally clear that His disci-
ples didn’t have it. The parade of people who visited the tomb 
on Sunday morning consisted of His own followers—and they 
were all astonished to find that He wasn’t there. The first 
visitors, in fact, were women who were hoping to be able to 
anoint the body according to Jewish custom.5

The Incredulity of Saint Thomas

The Garden Tomb

Caravaggio

Ian Scott
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The dragon pursuing the woman in the wilderness, Bamberg Apocalypse

Hard Questions
Doubters of the Resurrection, then, are faced with the daunting 
task of explaining how history was changed, and how the 
disciples themselves were so dramatically transformed, if 
Yeshua in fact remained dead and His Resurrection was some 
kind of cruel and elaborate hoax.
In some ways, it takes more faith to believe the Resurrec-
tion didn’t happen than it does simply to accept the testi-
mony of the Gospel biographers (each of whom was either 
an eyewitness or had interviewed eyewitnesses) and accept 
it as a historical fact!6

The great debate nevertheless continues. The centerpiece 
of the Gospel message is (and has always been) the Resur-
rection. The question of the ages is this: Was Yeshua of 
Nazareth raised from the dead or not? The answer of the 
apostles and the Early Church, and of every subsequent 
generation of believers up to the present time, has been, 
“Yes! He lives!”

The skeptics, on the other hand, counter with “No! He’s 
dead!” In the early centuries of the church, “isms” arose 
insisting that the Resurrection didn’t happen.7 More re-
cently, in the 1800s, “free thinkers” like Robert Ingersoll 
ridiculed it.8 In the 1900s, with the advent of his Jesus 
Seminar, Robert Funk took doubt and infidelity to new 
heights—that is, until he died in 2005. The work of the 
Jesus Seminar continues today in its successor organiza-
tion, Westar Institute.9

No less a luminary than Dr. Martin Luther King, the great 
US civil rights leader in the 1950s and 60s, was a theo-
logical liberal who denied biblical truths like the divinity, 
the Resurrection, and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.10 

Many of us applaud his accomplishments for equality, so-
cial justice, and nonviolent protest—but theologically, we 
must understand that he wasn’t one of us.

Liberals (minimalists) say an actual Resurrection is not 
only historically indefensible, but it’s unnecessary. What’s 
important, they claim, is that He lives in our hearts—and 
His teachings live on through us.11

So what about it? Does the Resurrection really matter? 
Here’s how Paul sums up our predicament if Yeshua wasn’t 
raised from the dead: If in this life only we have hope in 
[Messiah], we are of all men the most pitiable (1 Cor. 15:19).

The Resurrection: Essential or 
Optional?
Sometimes the laity has more discernment than the cler-
gy. In the 21st century, belief in the Resurrection of Jesus 
has remained strong among the general public in Ameri-
ca. The Rasmussen Reports organization conducts a poll 
each year during Easter season, asking a random sam-
pling of American adults if they “believe Jesus rose from 
the dead.” In April of 2014, 69 percent of the respondents 
responded in the affirmative.12

Doubts about the Resurrection persist, nonetheless, and 
even in the evangelical world. The much-acclaimed N.T. 
(“Tom”) Wright, an influential Anglican theologian and 
retired bishop, is revered as one of the evangelical move-
ment’s most prolific and influential theologians. He has 
declared that he believes in the literal, physical Resur-
rection of the Son of God—and we applaud him for that! 
However, he has hedged on occasion when asked if one 
can be a Christian without affirming the Resurrection as 
a historical fact.13

The question itself is rather silly, isn’t it? Isn’t it like ask-
ing if someone can be a NASCAR driver if he never actual-
ly gets behind the wheel of a racecar? Or wanting to know 
if someone qualifies as a master chef if he’s never created 
anything edible in the kitchen? 

Some things are true by definition. A chef must know his 
way around a kitchen. If he doesn’t, he’s not a chef. Like-
wise, a NASCAR driver must know how to compete on the 
racetrack. If he doesn’t, he’s not a real racecar driver.

Robert Ingersoll

He is Guilty of Death

Ingersoll Committee

Vasily Polenov
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So what is the definition of a Christian? A Christian is someone who 
has heard the Gospel of Messiah Yeshua, believed it, and embraced 
it. And what’s the “Gospel”? The word itself means “Good News.” 
Here’s how the Apostle Paul outlines the content of this Good News: 

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached 
to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 

2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day accord-
ing to the Scriptures, 

5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 

6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, 
of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have 
fallen asleep. 

7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 

8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of 
due time (1 Cor. 15:1-8).

So there you have it! The core of the Good News are these simple, 
historical facts: the death, burial, and Resurrection of the Messiah. 
And please note that the Good News is a package deal. We don’t 
have the option of picking and choosing what parts of it we are will-
ing to believe. We can’t say, “Well, I believe He died for me; but I 
really can’t bring myself to believe that He rose from the dead.” It’s 
not an option. We either believe all of it or we believe none of it!

Later in the same chapter (1 Cor. 15), Paul makes the centrality 
of the Resurrection crystal clear when he declares, And if Christ is 
not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! (v. 17). We 
can have no assurance of our own salvation, then, if we don’t ac-
cept the historicity of the Resurrection. That’s how important it is.

The Resurrection “seals the deal” because it was God’s stamp of 
approval on the life and salvific work of His Son: [Righteousness] 
shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because of our offenses, 
and was raised because of our justification (Rom. 4:24b-25).

Yeshua the Firstfruits 
We need to understand that we’re not just talking about Yeshua’s 
Resurrection. We’re also talking about ours. The fact that death 
couldn’t hold the Messiah in its bonds (see Acts 2:24-34) means 
that it won’t hold us, either!

In the OT, the Firstfruits offering was brought to Jerusalem at 
the beginning of the harvest. The other tithes and offerings were 
presented in the Temple after the harvest had come in. Firstfruits 
was therefore anticipatory and provided tangible evidence (there’s 
that word again!) that the harvest was coming.14

We don’t use the term “the first Earth” or “the first Empire State 
Building” because everyone knows there’s only one Planet Earth 
and one Empire State Building. So it’s just “the Earth” or “the 
Empire State Building.” When we attach the word “first,” it means 
there are more in succession—like the first inning of a baseball 
game is followed by more innings or the first day of the week is 
followed by another six days. 

Likewise, the Bible says that the Messiah was “the firstfruits” of 
those who have died.15 That means the Lord’s Resurrection was 
the first in a series of resurrections (including ours) that will 
resume someday! Firstfruits means His Resurrection provides 
tangible evidence that ours will follow.

The Vision of Ezekiel by Francisco Collantes

“If Jesus rose from the 
dead, then you have to 
accept all that He said;

If He didn’t rise from 
the dead, then why 
worry about any of 

what He said?

The issue on which 
everything hangs is 

not whether or not you 
like His teaching but 

whether or not He rose 
from the dead.” 

—Timothy Keller

The Reason for God:  
Belief in an Age of Skepticism



6 MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES • MARCH/APRIL 2015

THE MESSAGE THAT TURNED THE FIRST CENTURY WORLD UPSIDE DOWN (ACTS 17:6)
HOW IMPORTANT WAS THE MESSIAH’S RESURRECTION IN THE APOSTLES’ PREACHING?

SPEAKER & OCCASION1 CONTENT & REFERENCE RESURRECTION?

Peter preaches on Shavuot (the Day of Pentecost) He explains what God had been doing vis-à-vis recent events in Jerusalem (Acts 2:14-40). Yes (vv. 22-28, 34-36)

Peter addresses an assembled crowd at the Temple He says his fellow Judeans should repent for their role in having Messiah crucified (3:12-26). Yes (vv. 15, 26)

Peter addresses the Sanhedrin He explains that the paralyzed man was healed by the power of the Messiah (4:8-12). Yes (v. 10)

Peter and other apostles address officials They assert that they cannot obey any order to keep quiet about Yeshua (5:29-32). Yes (v. 30)

Stephen addresses the Sanhedrin He responds to accusations of blasphemy by appealing to Jewish history (7:2-56). Yes (v. 56)

Philip addresses the Samaritans He flees Jerusalem after the stoning of Stephen and has an opportunity to preach to the 
Samaritans (8:4-8). Text not provided

Philip addresses an Ethiopian He explains that Isaiah 53 is a Messianic prophecy fulfilled in Yeshua (8:28-35). Text not provided, but Isaiah 53 alludes to the 
Suffering Servant’s Resurrection in vv. 10-11.2

Peter addresses the household of Cornelius He declares that salvation is available to non-Jews just like it is to Jews (10:34-43). Yes (v. 40)

Paul addresses the synagogue at Antioch He says that Yeshua of Nazareth fulfilled the OT Messianic prophecies (13:16-41). Yes (vv. 30-37)

Paul and Barnabas address the synagogue at Iconium They speak “boldly,” causing a sharp polarization within the community (14:3-7). Yes (the “Gospel” in v. 7 implies the Resurrection)3

Paul and Silas address the keeper of a prison They forego an opportunity to escape and the warden consequently hears the Gospel (16:31). No

Paul witnesses in the synagogue at Thessalonica He “reasoned with them from the Scriptures” on three consecutive Sabbaths (17:1-4). Yes (v. 3)

Paul witnesses in the synagogue at Berea The Bereans “searched the Scriptures daily” to see if Paul was telling the truth; many of them 
believed (vv. 10-14).

Yes (assuming that his message in Berea was the 
same as it was in Thessalonica)

Paul witnesses in the synagogue at Athens “He preached to them Jesus and the resurrection” (vv. 16-18). Yes (v. 18)

Paul preaches at the Areopagus in Athens He insightfully and powerfully critiques their worship of “the Unknown God” (vv. 22-34). Yes (vv. 31-32)

Paul witnesses in the synagogue at Corinth “He reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath” and persuaded some (18:1-4). Yes (assuming that his Messianic message was 
consistently the same)

Paul witnesses in the synagogue at Ephesus He “entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews” (v. 19). Yes (same assumption as above)

Apollos witnesses in the synagogue at Ephesus He shows “from the Scriptures that Yeshua is the Messiah” (vv. 24-28). Text not provided

Paul preaches to a hostile Jewish crowd in Jerusalem He describes (in Hebrew or Aramaic) his encounter with the resurrected Yeshua (22:1-21). Yes (implied in vv. 6-8)

Paul testifies to the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem He declares that he’s a Pharisee who’s being prosecuted because of his affirmation of the 
Pharisaic tenet of the resurrection of the dead (23:1-6).

Yes (the broader term “resurrection of the dead” 
presumably includes Yeshua’s Resurrection, too; v. 6)

Paul’s defense before the Roman Governor Felix Again, he says Jewish (Sadducean) authorities are prosecuting him because of his belief in the 
resurrection of the dead (24:10-21).

Yes; see above (v. 21; also cp. 25:19 for Yeshua’s 
Resurrection in Paul’s message)

Paul’s defense before King Agrippa The central feature of his testimony is his dramatic encounter on the Damascus Road with the 
living, resurrected Messiah (26:2-23). Yes (vv. 12-18)

Paul’s appeal to Jewish leaders in Rome He taught them about Yeshua and the Kingdom from the Law and the Prophets (28:17-31). Not specified, but likely, nonetheless.4

CONCLUSION: The apostles and the early church considered the Resurrection of Messiah Yeshua a cornerstone of the Gospel message. 
Only rarely, if ever, did they address a crowd of unbelievers without specifically mentioning that the Lord had been raised from the dead.

1In this chart, we haven’t listed occasions where the apostles were addressing primarily believers. We’re interested here in their proclamation to unbelievers.
2The Resurrection of the Servant is implicit in Isaiah 53, so there’s no reason to assume that Philip didn’t mention it to his new Ethiopian friend. Verse 8 says He (Yeshua, the Servant) 
will be “cut off from the land of the living,” clearly a reference to an abrupt and untimely death. But later, in Verses 10 and 11, He’s suddenly not dead anymore. The text says, “He shall 
see His seed, He shall prolong His days” (v. 10); and “He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied” (v. 11). How can a dead person see anything or be satisfied? Even traditional 
(non-Messianic) Jewish sources recognize the implication of the Resurrection in these verses, although they are reluctant to say it was fulfilled in Yeshua of Nazareth: “[In vv. 10b-11a of 
Isaiah 53,] the servant is vindicated. Either he is saved from a fate like death, or he is actually described as being resurrected” (The Jewish Study Bible, Berlin and Brettler, Eds. [New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2004], 892). The Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint readings of v. 11 read, “From the labor of his soul he shall see light”—yet another allusion to the Resurrection. 
For additional perspective on this variant reading (“he shall see light”), see The Resurrected Servant in Isaiah by John D. Barry (Colorado Springs: Paternoster Publishing, 2010), 87-90.
3Paul’s description of the Gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 makes the Resurrection of the Messiah from the dead one of its cornerstones: . . . And that He rose again the third day accord-
ing to the Scriptures (v. 4).
4Even in cases where the Resurrection isn’t specifically mentioned, it’s likely that it was part of the apostolic message. Here in Acts 28, for instance, when Luke says Paul was “per-
suading them concerning Yeshua from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening,” it is difficult to imagine him spending all that time and still managing to 
overlook the Resurrection in Isaiah 53:10-11.

FOOTNOTES
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THE EVENTS OF THE RESURRECTION
A Harmony of the Gospels
For centuries, skeptics have called attention to the fact that the four  
Gospels provide differing details of the events surrounding Yeshua’s Resurrec-
tion. They often imply that the differences are contradictions and therefore call 
into question the historicity and reliability of these NT accounts.

However, if the details of the events surrounding the Resurrection had been 
provided in precisely the same way in all four Gospels, it would have rendered 
three of them redundant. The whole point of there being four Gospel biogra-
phies of the Messiah was to provide diverse contexts and complementary ac-
counts of the same remarkable “one solitary life.”

When we combine the accounts of the Resurrection in Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, we get a much fuller picture of how those events must have un-
folded. The following summary comes from The New Scofield Reference Bible 
[Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1989], page 1180.

In the early morning, the women went to the tomb of [Yeshua] to 
anoint His body, even though they did not know how they could 
get into the tomb (Mark 16:2-3). There were the three, Mary Mag-
dalene, Mary (the mother of James, Mark 16:1, Luke 24:10), and 
Salome, followed by other women who had accompanied Yeshua 
from Galilee (Luke 23:55 —24:1). The three women found the stone 
had been removed by an angel (Matt. 28:2). Mary Magdalene hur-
ried to tell Peter and John, who ran toward the tomb (John 20:2-4). 
Meanwhile, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and then the other 
women arrived at the tomb, entered it and saw angels who assured 
them [Yeshua] had risen. They ran from the tomb in fear and joy 
to inform His disciples (Matt. 28:8). Peter and John arrived at the 
tomb, entered, observed, and left (John 20:4-10). Mary Magdalene 
returned to the tomb, stood weeping, and [Yeshua] revealed Himself 
to her (John 20:11-18). As the other women were on their way to 
tell His disciples, [Yeshua] appeared to them (Matt. 28:9-10).

This is only one of several possible ways to piece the biblical data together. 
The most comprehensive harmonization of the Gospel Resurrection accounts 
was produced by Harvard law professor Simon Greenleaf in 1874. W.R. 
Miller’s adaptation of Greenleaf’s work (“Greenleaf’s Harmony of the Resur-
rection Accounts”) is available at tektonics.org. The entire text of the original (all 
613 pages) is available online from the University of Michigan Library archives at 
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa;idno=AGA1251.0001.001.

Something else to bear in mind when we’re reading the Gospels is that these four 
biographies were written in narrative style. They weren’t intended to serve as docu-
mentaries, theological treatises, or stiff, sterile chronologies. Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John were all storytellers—and that’s how we should read their accounts. 
After all, the life of Yeshua (Jesus) is still “the greatest story ever told”!

Establishing a Fact: The Mosaic 
Requirement
The Torah’s judicial code for ancient Israel was based on 
objective, verifiable truth (Heb., emet) in all matters. In 
court proceedings, judges were instructed to investigate 
carefully so they could base their findings on facts and 
evidence. The code furthermore specified that whenever 
the truth was found to have been compromised by a false 
witness, that deceiver should receive the same punish-
ment he had been seeking for the accused (see Deuter-
onomy 19:15-20).

According to Moses, then, truthfulness was of paramount 
importance. The facts of a case should be confirmed by 
the testimony of multiple witnesses. A single witness 
wouldn’t suffice because that would just be one person’s 
word against another’s. So a minimum of two or three 
witnesses was required to establish a fact.

Eyewitness Testimony
The unifying theme of the four NT Gospels is WE SAW 
HIM!16

The disciples of Yeshua weren’t the only ones to recog-
nize the gravity of eyewitness testimony. Their enemies 
did, too. How could those enemies hope to persuade the 
world that the Resurrection didn’t happen when there 
were so many people who said they saw Him? 

Up until more recent times, one of the tactics of the skep-
tics was to claim that the Gospels were written centuries 
after the fact by writers other than the historical figures 
whose names they bear (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John). The liberal-minimalist notion that the NT Gospels 
weren’t really based on eyewitness testimony, however, is 
largely based on outdated scholarship. Manuscript frag-
ments have been identified that date back to the destruc-
tion of the Temple in AD 70—and possibly even earlier.17 
The scholarly consensus now is that Mark was written 
sometime between AD 65 and 70—within 40 years or so 
of the actual events. Matthew and Luke were likely com-
piled and written between AD 80 and 90, when many eye-
witnesses were still living. And John (who was himself an 
eyewitness) wrote his Gospel sometime prior to AD 95.18 

So the four Messianic biographies could easily have been 
penned by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

They all wrote their Gospels because they wanted the 
world to know that the Son of God was alive. They shared 
in varying degrees of detail how Yeshua’s followers had 
seen and interacted with Him over a period of 40 days 
after His Resurrection.

It’s quite a remarkable claim! So without proper confir-
mation as required by the Torah, it might be considered 
nothing more than wishful thinking.

As few as two or three other eyewitnesses could have 
corroborated their testimony; but as it turns out, there 
were more than that—many more. The Apostle Paul, in 
fact, says the risen Yeshua appeared to Peter (“Cephas”), 
then to the 12 apostles as a group, and then again to more 
than 500 of His followers at one time—many of whom 
were still alive (see 1 Corinthians 15:3-6).19 That meant 
the witnesses were available for interrogation—if any of 
Paul’s readers were interested! After that, he says the 
risen Lord appeared to James, and to all the apostles (in-
cluding himself, vv. 7-8).

So everything hinged on eyewitness testimony—and there 
was plenty of it! 
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What They Knew and When 
They Knew It
As the Messiah’s lifeless body hung there on 
Golgotha, everyone knew He was dead, includ-
ing His executioners. One of the soldiers at the 
Crucifixion had plunged a spear through His 
rib cage into the area of His heart to make cer-
tain no life remained in Him (see John 19:34).20 

His enemies remembered that He had prom-
ised to rise from the dead as recorded in John 
2:19-21, so they posted a guard outside His 
tomb to make sure no one came and stole the 
body in an attempt to make it look like He 
had been resurrected (see Matthew 27:62-66).

In spite of their best efforts to secure that 
borrowed tomb, though, it couldn’t hold the 
Messiah. Acts 1:3 records that He emerged vic-
toriously on the third day and began a series 
of appearances to His followers that spanned 
some 40 days. He was very much alive! 

Those hard-nosed, gritty, no-nonsense, first-
century fishermen weren’t chasing after pipe 
dreams or indulging in wishful thinking. They 
knew what they had seen! Notice how John 
opens his first epistle: That which was from 
the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, concern-
ing the Word of life (1 John 1:1).

In fact, at least ten distinct appearances of the 
resurrected Messiah prior to His Ascension 
can be documented in Scripture. The order of 
those appearances follows: 

1. His appearance to Mary Magdalene near 
the tomb (see John 20:11-18);

2. His appearance to the women returning 
from the tomb (see Matthew 28:1-10);

3. His appearance to Peter (see Luke 24:34, 
1 Corinthians 15:5);

4. His appearance to two travelers (one of 
whom was Cleopas) on the road to Em-
maus in the evening (see Luke 24:13-32);

5. His appearance to all the disciples ex-
cept Thomas, who was absent (see Luke 
24:36-43, cp. John 20:24);

6. His appearance to the disciples, includ-
ing Thomas, on the following Sunday 
night (see John 20:26-31);

7. His appearance to seven disciples at the 
Sea of Galilee (see John 21:1-25);

8. His prearranged rendezvous with His 
disciples (and possibly 500 witnesses) 
on a mountain in Galilee (see Matthew 
28:16-20, cp. 1 Corinthians 15:6);

9. His appearance to His half brother James 
(see 1 Corinthians 15:7); and,

10. His appearance to the apostles at the 
Ascension (see Acts 1:3-11).

Messiah’s Resurrection was prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures (Psalm 16:10).

The Risen Messiah appeared to more than five hundred witnesses, including Paul.

If Yeshua did not rise from the dead, the Gospel message is pointless, empty, and 
dishonest. Yeshua Messiah would not be alive, interceding for us, and we would not 
be able to place our hope in a glorious future with Him. The Resurrection is central 
to the Gospel.

According to Paul, “if Messiah is not risen, your faith is futile, you are still in your 
sins” (15:17, see Romans 4:25). Messiah’s Resurrection, not merely His death on 
the Cross, secured our justification. His Resurrection was a sign of God’s approval of 
Messiah’s sacrifice for our sins. In short, no Resurrection equals no forgiveness of sin.

The Resurrection of Messiah was designed to reveal what lies ahead for those 
who put their trust in Jesus (15:20-57). Paul called Messiah “the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep” (15:20). This Old Testament image (see Exodus 23:16-19) 
means that Messiah serves as both an example and a guarantee of what we can 
expect. Because He has conquered death (15:26, 27, 54-57), we need not fear death. 
Because He now enjoys a glorified body, we also can expect to inherit a “spiritual 
body” (15:44-46) after this mortal one wears out.

Our dead, physical body will one day be resurrected.

We will once again be both material and immaterial beings, our soul being reunited 
with our resurrected body.

The power behind this marvelous, yet mysterious, event is Yeshua, the self declared 
“Resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).

Our physical body will be altered and changed to prepare us for the life to come. If 
Yeshua is the prototype, we will still be recognizable, but our new body will be capable 
of supernatural activities (see Luke 24:31, 36, 51).

Our resurrection will take place when Yeshua returns (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

The Resurrection of Messiah was proclaimed eagerly by the Early Church. This miracle was 
considered an essential part of the Gospel message. Surely Messiah had died, but more 
importantly, He had been raised. More than just a suffering Savior, Yeshua is our living Lord.
(The citations listed are from 2 Corinthians 15.) 

—Adapted from The NKJV Study Bible, Copyright © 1997, 2007 by Thomas Nelson, Inc., p. 1816. Used by permission.

Facts About the Resurrection

15:4

15:5-8

15:14, 15 
 
 

15:17-19 
 
 

15:20-26 
 
 
 
 
 

15:42

15:43, 44 

15:45 

15:51-54 
 

15:53

Resurrection
Luca Giordano
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1When Paul says that the Messiah “. . . rose again [on] the third day . . .” (1 Cor. 15:4), the 
Greek verb “rose again” (egegertai) is in the perfect tense, indicative mood. The Greek 
perfect tense signifies past action with ongoing aftereffects or consequences. The 
Resurrection of the Messiah, in fact, took place 2,000 years ago, but has eternal conse-
quences for all of us!
2Kerygma is a theological term for the message of the Early Church. It comes from the 
Greek word for “proclamation” or “enunciation.” In ancient Greece, a herald (kerux) 
was authorized to make an announcement (kerygma) on behalf of the king—up to and 
including a declaration of war or a cessation of hostilities (see The World of Athens: An 
Introduction to Classical Athenian Culture from the Joint Association of Classical Teachers 
[New York: Cambridge University Press, 2008], 217-18). Today, we are God’s heralds and 
our message is that the Messiah arose from the dead, returned to Heaven, and will return 
someday to rule from His seat of government in Jerusalem (see Isaiah 9:6-7).
3In the Talmud, see Sanhedrin 107b and Sotah 47a. Also, see Jesus in the Talmud by 
Peter Schäfer (Princeton University Press, 2007), 35.
4One of the great ironies of this narrative is that the representatives of the Sanhedrin 
had a better recollection of Yeshua’s Resurrection prophecy than His own disciples did 
(see Matthew 27:62-64, John 20:9).
5A dead body could not be left hanging on the Sabbath (see John 19:31), so the Romans 
moved quickly to make sure the Lord was dead. Once Yeshua was certified deceased, 
His body was claimed by Joseph of Arimathea and placed in a tomb where Nicodemus, 
another secret believer, did a preliminary washing and anointing (see John 19:38). 
In ancient Jewish practice, the dead were buried within 24 hours (see Deuteronomy 
21:23)—and this is still the practice in Israel and in very Orthodox communities else-
where. Bodies were not embalmed, per se, but were bathed in aromatic oils and spices 
to mask the odor of decomposition. The limitations on burial preparations on a Sab-
bath are noted in the Talmud at Mishnah Tractate Shabbat 23:4-5. It should be noted 
here that a Sabbath isn’t always on Saturday. Other special days in Judaism are also 
considered Sabbaths and are subject to these provisions in the Mishnah.
6A conspiracy to orchestrate a fake Resurrection and its aftermath would have required 
flawless execution on numerous levels and would have relied on the collusion of a variety 
of participants. Believing that such an intricate deception not only took place, but was nev-
er discovered, requires a remarkable faith-commitment on the part of its proponents.
7Docetism was one such “ism.” The ancient Docetists taught that Yeshua’s earthly body 
was an illusion with no real corporeality. Therefore, according to them, He didn’t rise 
physically from the dead.
8Colonel Ingersoll famously asked, “Does anybody believe the resurrection who has the 
courage to think for himself?” (The Best of Robert Ingersoll: Immortal Infidel by Roger E. 
Greeley [Amhurst, NY: Prometheus Books, 1993], 21).
9The Westar Institute promotes a secular, one-dimensional brand of scholarship where 
skepticism and hostility toward traditional religious beliefs are the default setting. 
Many evangelicals are sympathetic with Westar’s preference for evidence that’s scien-
tifically and objectively verifiable; however, we part ways with them when they reject 
considerations out of hand that are subjective, scientifically unverifiable, or faith-based 
(www.westarinstitute.org). Science is always in a state of flux, so it shouldn’t be seen as 
the ultimate source of truth. Sometimes truth goes beyond anything scientists (or theo-
logians) are able to verify or observe. Prior to the 1500s, for instance, the geocentric 
model of the solar system was considered scientific; however, today we know that the 
planets—including Earth—orbit the sun (the heliocentric model). Scientific theories 
and understandings are constantly being revised as new information comes to light.
10See “King’s God: The Unknown Faith of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” by Robert J. Scofield 
in Tikkun Magazine (Nov.-Dec. 2009 issue; accessed at www.tikkun.org/article.php/ 
nov_dec_09_scofield).
11Today, anti-Resurrection skeptics include critical scholars like William Cooke, Bart 
Ehrman, James Crossley, John Shelby Spong, John Dominic Crossan, and Gerd Lude-
mann. William Lane Craig has debated many of these people, and videos of those de-
bates are readily available on YouTube.
12Rasmussen conducted a similar poll in 2013, with 64 percent responding in the affir-
mative. In 2012, 77 percent of adults polled said that they believe in Jesus’s Resurrec-
tion. See www.rasmussenreports.com for more information.
13This was Wright’s nuanced response on one occasion when asked if he believes one 
must believe in the Resurrection “as a historical event” in order to be a Christian: 
“Anyone who is in any sense a Christian cannot with any consistency believe that Jesus 
stayed dead. I have friends and colleagues who I know to be praying Christians who 

worship regularly and lead lives of practical Christian love and service but who really 
struggle with the bodily resurrection. I would say that looks like a muddled Christian 
who needs to be put straight. Of course some of them would say exactly that about me! 
But if you say Jesus died and nothing happened but the disciples had some interesting 
ideas, then you have cut off the branch on which all classic Christianity is sitting. This 
generation needs to wake up, smell the coffee, and realize serious Christianity begins 
when Jesus comes out of the tomb on Easter morning. This is not a nice optional ex-
tra for those who like believing in funny things” (“People Have Very Odd Ideas About 
Jesus,” an interview with N.T. Wright conducted by Sam Hailes [March 30, 2012] for 
www.christian.co.uk). My answer to the same question would have been a simple “yes.”
14Details about the Firstfruits offering are found in Leviticus 23:9-14 and Deuteronomy 
26:1-10.
15But now [Messiah] is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15:20, see also v. 23).
16The core group of 12 apostles consisted of men who had seen the risen Yeshua. One 
of the requirements is that an apostle must have had personal contact with the Lord. 
(Judas committed suicide and there is some debate over whether Matthias or Paul 
should be regarded as the twelfth apostle.) Dr. Luke himself wasn’t an eyewitness, of 
course, because he never saw or heard the Lord in person. He said, however, that his 
biography (the Gospel According to Luke) was based on material that was “delivered” 
by those “who from the beginning were eyewitnesses” (1:2). So the collective message 
of Luke and his fellow Messianic biographers to the world was that the Jewish Messiah 
had risen from the dead and was alive forevermore!
17Some papyrologists date one fragment from Mark 6:52-53 as early as AD 50, within 
20 years or so of the Resurrection. See “Greek Qumran Fragment 7Q5: Possibilities and 
Impossibilities” by Carsten Peter Thiede (forananswer.org). 
18See “The Dating of the Gospels” on the Boston College C21 Online website (bc.edu). 
Evangelical scholars tend to choose slightly earlier dates than these. Some would say, 
for instance, that Matthew was written before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 
because of statements like the ones in 4:5, 27:8, 53, and 28:15, which appear to speak 
in the present tense about realities in the Holy City before it was destroyed.
19The Lord’s post-Resurrection appearance to “over 500 people at once” may well 
have been the occasion mentioned in Matthew 28:16, where we are told that eleven 
of the Lord’s disciples had a prearranged meeting with Him (cp. v. 7) on a mountain 
in Galilee. As the small group was making its way from Jerusalem northward, it’s very 
possible—maybe even probable—that more and more people would have joined the 
entourage as they journeyed toward their destination. Excitement was in the air and 
word of the Resurrection was spreading like wildfire (cp. Luke 24:13-14). So by the 
time they reached the mountain, the original group of 11 could easily have swelled 
to several hundred, especially when we remember that not long after this, literally 
thousands of people—including a significant number of Temple officials—were 
showing their support for the Yeshua movement in Jerusalem (see Acts 2:41, 4:4, 
6:7). The text itself contains a possible clue that the group assembled on that moun-
tain in Galilee consisted of more than just the apostles. It says when Yeshua met them 
on the mountain, “some doubted.” As far as we know, the doubts of any wavering 
apostles had already been dealt with (e.g., John 20:24-29). So the doubters were in 
all likelihood outsiders who had heard what was happening and joined the caravan 
because of their curiosity.
20Medical experts in modern times have analyzed the Gospel accounts of Yeshua’s 
Crucifixion with some rather remarkable results. For instance, they have said that the 
physiology of the Crucifixion indicates that the Lord was dead—really, demonstrably 
dead—when His body was taken down from the Cross. They have also said that John’s 
statement (19:34) that blood and water (clear serum) came from the post-mortem 
wound in His side was medically significant, further confirming that death had oc-
curred. This, in fact, was one of the topics addressed in a 1986 article in JAMA (The 
Journal of the American Medical Association). The author, William D. Edwards, MD, 
wrote: “. . . The water probably represented serous pleural and pericardial fluid, and 
would have preceded the flow of blood and been smaller in volume than the blood. 
Perhaps in the setting of hypovolemia and impending acute heart failure, pleural and 
pericardial effusions may have developed and would have added to the volume of ap-
parent water. The blood, in contrast, may have originated from the right atrium or the 
right ventricle . . . or perhaps from a hemopericardium” (“On the Physical Death of 
Jesus Christ” in JAMA, Issue 255, 1455-63). The doctor’s observations here are interest-
ing because a right-handed Roman soldier standing directly in front of the Cross would 
almost certainly have thrust his sword into the Lord’s left side, where His heart was. 
We retrieved the PDF of the doctor’s article online at jama.jamanetwork.com.

ENDNOTES

They all saw Him! And no one—not even his most rabid 
enemies—disputed that the tomb was empty on the third 
day. The only question was how it became empty.

Conclusion
What does the Resurrection mean to us? It means, first 
of all, that we, too, will rise one day. Death cannot hold 
us any more than it could hold Him, as it is recorded in 
1 Corinthians 15:20, 23. Second, it means that He will 
come again—literally, physically, and visibly, just like He 
departed (see Acts 1:11). Third, it means that we have 
a living intercessor at the right hand of the Father (see 
Romans 8:34). And finally, it means the living Messiah 
guides and empowers us today to carry out our mission:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Amen (Matt. 28:19-20).

Dr. Gary Hedrick  
is president of  
CJF Ministries.
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Two Invitations
Richard Hill, CJFM representative (Las Vegas) and 
pastor of Beth Yeshua Messianic Congregation, was 
blessed recently through their ministry on the UNLV 
campus. A faithful CJFM volunteer invited a young Jew-
ish student to a service at Beth Yeshua. “Joseph” returned 
for a second visit—and even before the service began, he 
prayed to invite Yeshua (Jesus) into his heart as his Lord 
and Savior. He is now in discipleship training. Please 
pray for his spiritual growth.

Rich also praises the Lord for the opportunities He has 
given him to share Jesus with the kids’ flag football team 
that he coaches. Not only did they miraculously win their 
second league championship, but two boys on the team 
prayed to receive Jesus. As Rich has been able to give 
honor and glory to the Lord publicly, he also thanks Him  
personally that they can freely reflect “His light in their 
football world.”

Salvation Today
Michael Campo, CJFM Area Director (Chicago), on a 
recent speaking tour in Ohio, had the privilege of teaching 
on his three favorite subjects: Israel, the Jewish people, and 
the Gospel. Michael always concludes his message with an 
invitation to hear and respond to the Gospel of grace. He 
used the biblical account of the thief on the cross next to 
Jesus, when he said: “Lord, remember me when You come 
into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 
23:42-43). Michael writes: “After hearing that salvation is 
by grace through faith, not of ourselves, but a free gift, as 
Paul said, and that any day—even until our last breath—
can be the day of our salvation, two people prayed with me 
to receive the Lord. I live for this! I minister for this! It is 
the joy of my life!”

Living Water
Pastor Yossi, Kehilat Haderach Congregation (Is-
rael), shared recently about three members of their youth 
group who spoke to him about their desire to be baptized.  
Following a short discipleship course, they were prepared to 
be immersed. Prior to entering the water, all three shared 
their testimonies, including how they arrived at their deci-
sion to be baptized and their commitment to dedicate their 

lives to the Lord. Pastor Yossi writes: “We can’t stop thank-
ing God for them and for their moving life stories. Since 
then, some other congregants have asked to be baptized, 
and we are working with them toward our next baptism. 
We thank God for the plentiful harvest!”

Our Soldiers
In view of world events, it is an honor to include the follow-
ing comments, and a request, verbatim, from Pastor Yossi:

“Over the recent months, we have sent several of our youth 
to serve in the IDF, and soon some more will join them. 
This is an exciting and challenging era in the lives of every 
young boy or girl in Israel, and even more challenging when 
the soldier is a believer. We urge you to remember our sol-
diers, especially in the light of the growing tension in our 
region. Pray with us for Yeshua’s light to shine through 
them and strengthen them in the difficult moments. One 
of the very exciting stories we heard from one of our soldier 
girls was how she discovered recently that her base had six 
other believers with whom she could have fellowship. God 
does answer our prayers and keeps our soldiers close to 
Him. Hallelujah!”

A Math Test
CJFM representative, Eric Chabot (Columbus, Ohio), 
had an opportunity to discuss some serious spiritual issues 
with a student, “Stephen,” during his campus ministry at 
Ohio State University (OSU). Although reared in a church, 
but now considering himself agnostic, Stephen said that he 
had been thinking about “some of the big questions of life.” 
One by one, Eric answered his questions and shared the 
Gospel message. Stephen admitted that, “As a math major, 
I realize that I can never reach mathematical certainty for 
God’s existence.” By the time they had finished their con-
versation, however, Stephen told Eric that he had “moved 
from a one to an eight, now believing that the Gospel is 
definitely true and that the Messiah really died in my be-
half.” Eric states, “Although getting to a nine or ten means 
that Stephen would have mathematical certainty for God’s 
existence, I remember what it says in Acts 16:29-31, where 
Paul and Silas presented the message of salvation to the 
Philippian jailer, who believed on the Lord Jesus and was 
saved. Please pray that the discussion I had with Stephen 
bears much fruit, and that he will be fully rooted in disciple-
ship and community.” 

par003481
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Questions
Bible

AnswersAND

by DR. GARY HEDRICK 

QUESTION: I’m attaching an article from The Conser-
vative Post charging that certain translation ministries 
like Wycliffe are changing the Bible because they don’t 
want to offend Muslim people. You will notice that one of 
the headlines reads: “Mainline Christian Organizations 
Are Modifying the Bible Because It Insult [sic] Muslims.” 
They say this practice “needs to be stopped right now!” 
Do you agree?

ANSWER: I’m not familiar with this particular publica-
tion, and I consider myself a conservative on most issues—
but this report definitely has been spun to fit someone’s 
agenda. The article says the translators have changed 
the Bible to avoid offending Muslims. Let me explain why 
this is misleading.

The whole point of communication is to get a message from 
a sender (which in the case of the Bible is GOD) to a re-
ceiver (i.e., the reader of the Bible). Once the receiver un-
derstands the message, communication has taken place. 
So when you’re translating the Bible into a language to 
reach a particular people-group, you want to use terminol-
ogy that communicates to those people the message the 
Sender (i.e., God) intended. In order to do that, you have 
to choose your words carefully. Why? Because a word that 
means one thing in one culture might mean something en-
tirely different in another culture. Or in some instances, 
there may not be an equivalent at all! 

For instance, Jim Elliot was one of five missionaries who 
were martyred by the Auca Indians in Ecuador in 1956. 
His wife, Elisabeth, later explained the challenges they 
faced in translating portions of the Bible for the Aucas 
because their culture was so primitive. In fact, they had 
no word for “book,” “page,” or “writing” because they had 
no books or writing. They had no idea what these things 
were because virtually all communication in their culture 
was verbal. So the missionaries had to figure out what to 
say when they were teaching from a verse that mentioned 
“book,” “writing,” or even the Bible itself. How could they 
convey these concepts in the Auca language?

One day, the missionaries noticed that an Auca man 
would mark his family’s plot of land by posting a carved 
wooden stake on it. The carved markings conveyed mean-
ing and ownership. So they had an idea: They would call 
the Bible “God’s carvings.” Almost immediately, the Au-
cas knew what that meant. The Bible belonged to God 
and it was His message to them! At that point, communi-
cation had taken place. And that, after all, is what Bible 
translation is all about. 

Eventually, the entire Auca tribe believed “God’s carv-
ings” (in the Bible) and became Christians—and the very 
man who had driven his spear through Jim Elliot became 
one of their spiritual leaders! But that was the Auca cul-
ture in South America.1 There are similar challenges in 
translating the Bible for Muslim cultures. Some words 
or concepts that mean one thing in our Western culture 
might convey something entirely different in the Arabic-
speaking Muslim community. So the translators must 
look for terminology that communicates God’s meaning 
in a way that they can understand. That’s what organiza-
tions like Wycliffe are trying to do.2

This has nothing to do with compromise or changing our 
beliefs so that we avoid insulting Muslims. Instead, it’s 
about communicating the Good News of Yeshua the Messi-
ah using terminology and concepts Muslims won’t misun-
derstand. We face similar challenges in sharing the Gospel 
with Jewish people in a culturally sensitive way. If some-
one is going to be offended, let’s make sure he’s offended 
by the Gospel itself (see Romans 9:33) rather than by our 
inability to communicate it effectively.

1See Shadow of the Almighty: The Life & Testament of Jim Elliot by Elisabeth Elliot (New York City: HarperCollins Publishers, 1989).
2We’re not speaking on Wycliffe’s behalf here. This material is entirely original with us and may or may not represent their position on this question. You can reach Wycliffe online 
at www.wycliffe.org.

FOOTNOTES

Mission Aviation Fellowship
Auca indians
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