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4. The word “Rapture” isn’t in the Bible. 

Neither is the word “Trinity,” but most of us believe it 
anyway because we recognize that the term was coined to 
point to a biblical reality.1

5. The chronological sequence of the Book of Rev-
elation favors a post-Trib position.

This aspect of the controversy is much too technical to 
deal with in this relatively brief, two-part article. For 
more details, we refer you to “The Chronological and 
Sequential Structure of the Revelation” by Dr. John A. 
McLean (available at pre-trib.org).2

6. Most of the early Church Fathers anticipated 
that believers would be confronted by the Anti-
christ in the end times.

This is true—and the Tribulation saints will indeed en-
counter the Antichrist. However, the Church won’t, and 
this is something the early Church Fathers tended to miss. 
They did not have a highly-refined system of eschatology 
because there had been a retrograde of prophetic teach-
ing in the post-Apostolic Age. While the apostles and the 
early Church had been historical-premillennial (chiliast), 
the Church Fathers later moved in the direction of Amil-
lennialism. Even those who maintained a premillennial 
position didn’t distinguish between the two stages of the 
Second Coming (i.e., the Rapture and the Coming in Glory) 
separated by seven years of Tribulation. 

Maybe it’s a bit like the difference between high defini-
tion (HD) and standard definition (SD) TV. Both show es-
sentially the same picture, but HD has more detail. And 
the closer you look, the more important those details (pix-
els) become! The early Fathers saw prophecy in SD and 
today we’re able to see it in HD. By the way, the Fathers’ 
lack of prophetic clarity is one reason we find so many 
contradictory statements in the early patristic writings 
about end-time events.

7. In the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24), the Lord 
says that His followers will go through the 
Tribulation.

Again, this is true. But He’s talking in that passage about 
the Tribulation saints—people who have come to faith in 
the Messiah during the Tribulation. These events take 
place after the Rapture. The Church (the Bride of Mes-
siah) is already gone! 

In the first installment of this two-part article, Gary outlined the 
three major views about the timing of the Rapture (pre-Trib, mid-
Trib, and post-Trib). He then explained that there will be at least 
two Rapture events at the end of the age—one (for the Church) 
before the Tribulation and another one (for the Tribulation and 
OT saints) after the Tribulation. He also offered documentation 
disproving the oft-repeated contention that John Darby invented 
the Rapture doctrine in the 1830s. This second installment 
begins with Point #4 in Gary’s list of the 10 most common post-
Trib arguments, with his response to each one.

Enrique Simonet
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How do we come to this conclusion? The NT instructs us to 
“rightly divide” (lit., “cut straight”) the Bible when we’re 
interpreting it (2 Tim. 2:15). “Cutting [the Bible] straight” 
is about learning to make proper distinctions (divisions) 
in God’s Word.3 In Matthew 24, for instance, the Lord is 
talking to His Jewish disciples who represent the rem-
nant of believing Israel.4 So in order to understand His 
comments, we need to recognize that He’s speaking, by 
proxy, to Jewish believers—like His first-century disci-
ples—who will be alive during the Tribulation. (Again, 
if pre-Tribbers are right, the Church will have already 
been removed from the scene.) So the key is to learn to 
distinguish between (lit., cut straight) passages that are 
directed to believing Israel and other passages that are 
addressing the Church. The target audience in Matthew 
24 is Jewish believers in Yeshua—specifically those who 
will be alive during the future Tribulation. As someone 
has rightly observed, as NT believers, “All Scripture is 
written for us, but not all Scripture is written about us.”5

So yes, followers of Yeshua (Tribulation saints, both Jew-
ish and non-Jewish) will go through the Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble. 

8. The end-time judgments are punctuated with a 
series of trumpet blasts. The correspondence be-
tween the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11 and 
the “last trump” in 1 Corinthians 15 confirms the 
post-Trib view.

Ah, yes—the trumpets. Post-Tribbers rely heavily on the 
trumpets of judgment in the Book of Revelation for their 
cues regarding the timing of the Rapture. Specifically, they 
claim that when the Apostle Paul referred to the Rapture 
happening in connection with the “last trumpet,” he was 
talking about the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15-19.

However, this theory stumbles before it makes it out of the 
chute because John penned the Book of Revelation nearly 
half a century after Paul wrote First Corinthians. So Paul, 
who wrote sometime around AD 55, could not have been 
referring to the sequence of trumpet judgments John was 
going to outline in AD 95, some forty years later.6

So then, if Paul’s “last trump” isn’t linked to the seventh 
trumpet in Revelation, where did it come from and what 
does it mean? 

Well, in ancient Judaism, trumpet (or shofar) blasts were 
used on many occasions in and around the Jerusalem 
Temple. The purpose was to get the people’s attention 
and announce that something was about to happen.

According to Yaakov ben Yitzchak Ashkenazi in Tz’enah 
Ur’enah: The Classic Anthology of Torah Lore and Mi-
drashic Commentary (Vol. 1), the term “last trump” in 
ancient Judaism referred to the right horn of the animal 
that was slain in Isaac’s place in Genesis 22 (383).

This “last” horn or shofar from Mount Moriah is the one the 
ancient rabbis believed would be blown on a future Yom 
Teruah (lit., “Day of Trumpet Blasting,” also known as Rosh 
HaShanah, the Jewish New Year) when Messiah arrives.7

Whether or not anything like this actually happened on 
Mount Moriah, it at least offers us some insight into how 
a first-century Jewish rabbi like Paul may have under-
stood the term “last trump” in a prophetic context.8

One thing is certain, though: it’s not a good idea to buy 
into a prophetic theory that’s based on an imagined con-
nection between the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11 
and Paul’s “last trump” in 1 Corinthians 15.

The “First Trump” and the “Last Trump”
In Ancient Jewish Sources

From where, specifically, does the phrase “last trump” 
[in 1 Corinthians 15:52] come? In Judaism there are three 
recognized shofarim or ram’s horn trumpets. They are 
the first trump, the last trump, and the great shofar. The 
shofarim should not be confused with the two silver 
trumpets called chatzotzerah in Numbers 10. The first 
trump and the last trump relate to the two horns of a 
particular ram—according to Jewish tradition the ram 
caught in the thicket on Mt. Moriah when Abraham was 
ready to slay Isaac and offer him up as a burnt offering 
(Genesis 22:13). This ram became the substitute for Isaac, 
even as Yeshua haMashiach became the substitute for us 
and provided life for us through his death. In Pirke deR’ 
Eliezer, a rabbinic work, the left horn (first trump) was 
blown on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:13) and its [the animal’s] 
right horn (the last trump) will be blown to herald the 
Coming of Mashiach.

—Passover and Sukkot by Thomas H. Perdue 
(Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse, 2011), 260.

Mark Neyman



4 MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES • MAY/JUNE 2016

9. Historically, millenarians have had a tendency 
to be kooky.

We’re straying a bit from the Rapture controversy with 
this one, but there is some truth in it. In his book Dispen-
sationalism Before Darby: Seventeenth-Century and Eigh-
teenth-Century English Apocalypticism, William Watson 
opens Chapter 1 with a summary of the rise of futurist 
Premillennialism in the 16th century.9 He candidly chron-
icles a litany of excesses and absurdities among premil-
lennialists of that era. 

My personal favorite is the Dutch Anabaptist, Jan of 
Leiden, who (in the 1500s) ran “naked through his home-
town declaring the coming of the awesome Day of the 
Lord.”10 If he was trying to attract attention, it worked! 
However, he paid for it with his life. He was killed by an-
gry townspeople at only 27 years of age, and his decaying 
corpse was hung in a cage in front of city hall for the next 
50 years as a warning to other possible offenders.11 So 
it’s true that Premillennialism has attracted some odd-
balls—and they have done some strange things.

However, the amillennial camp has also produced its share 
of nit-wits. One who comes to mind is the late Harold 
Camping (founder of Family Radio based in Oakland), who 
devised a complicated prophetic system—a bizarre blend 
of amillennial and premillennial themes in which (he said) 
the Tribulation began in 1988—and expounded on it in a 
long and rambling manifesto entitled 1994? (New York 
City: Vantage Press, 1992). He wrote:

The last day cannot be earlier than the Jubilee day, called the 
Day of Atonement, which occurs September 15, 1994. . . . 
The last day will probably not take place later than Septem-
ber 27, which is the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles 
of 1994. . . . The last day could possibly take place any time 
between September 15 and September 27, 1994. . . . Even 
though we have abundant evidence that in all likelihood that 
the last day will occur in 1994, we definitely cannot know the 
day nor the hour of our Savior’s return (525).

Every religious camp has its lunatic fringe of misfits and 
weirdos. So we shouldn’t feel compelled to throw out the 
premillennial baby with the “craziness” bathwater.

10. The Church needs to be purified.

This one betrays an abysmal ignorance of simple, basic 
ecclesiology.12 Unlike the nation Israel, which has under-
gone divine purification via judgment numerous times 
during her history, and will endure it one more time dur-
ing the Tribulation, the Church is already (positionally) a 
pure Bride who’s awaiting the coming of her Bridegroom.13

Paul wrote, Husbands, love your wives, just as [the Mes-
siah] also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that 
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of 
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself 
a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish 
(Eph. 5:25-27).

It is unthinkable that the Lord would ever unleash the 
horrors and judgments of the Time of Jacob’s Trouble on 
His pure and unblemished Bride, the Church. He already 
took our judgment on Himself 2,000 years ago when He 
died on Calvary (John 3:16-18).

A Biblical Basis for Pretribulationism
1. Jewish wedding customs suggest a pre-Trib 

timeline. 

While it’s sad but true that some prophetic teachers have, 
in their enthusiasm, gotten carried away and concocted 
sources about Jewish wedding customs that don’t actually 
exist,14 the fact remains that the NT has a great deal to say 
about the wedding motif in its teachings about Messiah 
Yeshua’s Second Coming.

After all, the Bible narrative is, above all else, an epic love 
story. The three main characters are the Bridegroom (Ye-
shua), His Father (Elohim), and His Bride (the Church; 
Heb., Kahila or Gk., Ekklesia). In the ancient Jewish wed-
ding narrative, there are five steps:

a. ARRANGEMENT. The father arranges a bride for his 
son.15 

b. BETROTHAL AND DOWRY. They are betrothed and 
a dowry is paid.16 Betrothal is not merely an engage-
ment (in the modern sense), but is sealed by a binding 
wedding contract (Heb., ketubah) in which the young 
man and woman are considered man and wife; how-
ever, the marriage has not yet been consummated and 
they don’t live together (Mal. 2:14; Matt. 1:18-19). Heinrich Aldegrever

Harold Camping
AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez
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c. INTERLUDE. In ancient times, the interlude be-
tween the betrothal and the actual wedding could be 
quite long—often up to a year or more. Today, the 
interlude is represented in Orthodox Jewish commu-
nities by a symbolic seven-day period immediately 
prior to the wedding (known as Kabbalat Panim) 
during which the bride and groom remain apart and 
do not see each other.17

d. WEDDING CEREMONY. Once living quarters have 
been readied for the new couple, the marriage ceremony  
itself begins with the groom (Heb., chatan) retrieving 
the bride (kallah) from her home and bringing her in 
a joyful procession to his father’s house, as seen in the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-8).18 This is 
where the marriage is consummated on the first night 
with the physical union of man and wife.

e. PARTY. Once the marriage is consummated, there’s 
a prolonged period of feasting and joyous festivities, 
which in ancient times could go on for a week or 
more. The feast points to the future Marriage Sup-
per of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9).19 One unique feature of 
this wedding party is that the Bride and her guests 
are one and the same!20 

John MacArthur summarizes the succession of events in 
this two-stage Second Coming:

The features in [John 14:1-3] do not describe Christ com-
ing to earth with His saints to establish His kingdom (Rev. 
19:11-15), but taking believers from earth to live in heaven. 
Since no judgment on the unsaved is described here, this is 
not the event of His return in glory and power to destroy the 
wicked (cf. Matt. 13:36-43, 47-50). Rather, this describes 
His coming to gather His own who are alive and raise the 
bodies of those who have died to take them all to heaven. 
This rapture event is also described in 1 Cor. 15:51-54;  
1 Thess. 4:13-18. After being raptured,  the church will cel-
ebrate the marriage supper (Rev. 19:7-10), be rewarded  
(1 Cor. 3:10-15; 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:9, 10), and later return to 
earth with Christ when He comes again to set up His king-
dom (Rev. 19:11–20:6).21

Good point! Yeshua said He would return to gather us 
together (as His Bride) and take us to a place He has pre-
pared for us (John 14:2-3), presumably in the New Jeru-
salem (wherever it is now).22 After seven earth-years in 
that “prepared place,” we return to earth with the Lord to 
win a glorious (and quick) military victory at the close of 
the Armageddon Campaign and to help usher in Yeshua’s 
earthly Kingdom.

If our post-Trib friends are correct, though, the Rapture 
takes place at the end of the Tribulation. According to 
this alternative scenario, we are caught up to be with the 
Lord in the clouds (earth’s upper atmosphere)—and then 
we turn right around and come back to earth without hav-
ing spent any time in the place the Lord prepared for His 
Bride, the Church (Rev. 21:1-2). When, then, does the wed-
ding (“the marriage of the Lamb”) take place (19:7-10)?23

2. The biblical distinction between the two stages 
of the Second Coming appears in Christian writ-
ings long before Darby’s time.

William C. Watson, professor at Denver Christian Uni-
versity, reminds us about the diversity of prophetic views 
during the first sixteen centuries of Church history:

It is notable that there were majority and minority interpre-
tations [during Christianity’s first sixteen centuries]—there 
was not simply one view of prophecy even though one view, 
Amillennialism, prevailed during many of these centuries. 
Bishop Newton correctly recognized that Premillennialism   
was the dominant view in the first centuries of Church his-
tory, Amillennialism was dominant in the next thirteen cen-
turies, but [by the 1500s] Premillennialism was making a 
comeback, especially in Puritan circles.24

And this “comeback kid” (Premillennialism) didn’t always 
take the form of ancient chiliasm, which saw the Second 
Coming as one unified event (not in two stages with an 
intervening seven years). In some instances, these futurist 
believers pointed to a fairly sophisticated two-stage Sec-
ond Coming in which the faithful were removed from the 
earth prior to a period of trials and persecution and then 
returned later to establish the earthly Kingdom.

The Jewish Wedding
Pierre-Auguste Renoir
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There are numerous examples of this phenomenon in 
Church history, but I’ll cite only one due to space limita-
tions in this brief article. As early as the late 13th and 
early 14th century (near the end of the medieval period), 
a small, persecuted monastic order in northern Italy 
(known as the Apostolic Brethren) embraced a simple and 
unsophisticated version of a two-stage Second Coming. It 
formed the basis for their comments about the two wit-
nesses in Revelation 11:

Antichrist was coming into this world. . . . After he had 
come [the Brethren] would be transferred into Paradise, in 
which are Enoch and Elijah. And in this way they will be pre-
served unharmed from the persecution of Antichrist [on 
earth]. And that then Enoch and Elijah themselves would 
descend on the earth for the purpose of preaching against 
Antichrist [in their role as the two witnesses in Revelation 
11]. . . . When the Antichrist is dead . . . his preserved fol-
lowers will descend on the earth [from Paradise], and will 
preach the right faith of Christ to all, and will convert those 
who will be living then to the true faith of Jesus Christ.25

More importantly, however, the distinction between the 
two stages of the Second Coming is in the Bible itself:

So how does one reconcile these two different templates 
for the Second Coming? Are there signs ahead of time or 
not? Is it followed by the Tribulation or the Millennium? 
Are we coming or going? These are just a few of the prob-
lems. But once we understand that two distinct but re-
lated events are in view (separated by seven years), the 
problems go away! It’s the most reasonable solution.
3. In Revelation 4 to 19 (roughly the timeframe of 

the Tribulation), the Church (the Bride of Mes-
siah) is never mentioned as being on earth.
After these things I [John] looked, and behold, a door stand-
ing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like 
a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will 
show you things which must take place after this.” Immedi-
ately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, 
and One sat on the throne (Rev. 4:1-2).

Some of us may be tempted to connect the “Come up here” 
(v. 1) with the Rapture, especially since it’s associated with 

a voice “like a trumpet.” Another name for Rosh HaSha-
nah (the Jewish New Year) is Yom Teruah—literally, the 
Day of Trumpet Blasting. In some Jewish communities, 
the shofar is blown 100 times during this celebration. It’s 
widely regarded as prophetically significant—and this is 
especially the case among Messianics.27

However, most evangelical (including Messianic) com-
mentators—such as the prominent dispensationalist 
John Walvoord, for instance—see this suggestion (about 
“Come up here” marking the point where the Rapture oc-
curs) as attractive, but lacking authority.28 

Still, there is no indication in the Tribulation portions of 
the Book of Revelation—particularly in Chapters 4 to 19, 
where the scene shifts back and forth between Heaven 
and earth—that the Church is present anywhere on earth 
while the earth-dwellers are being pummeled by divine 
judgments and Tribulation believers are being persecuted 
by the Antichrist. The saints who are on earth during this 
time are people who have come to faith in the Messiah dur-
ing the Tribulation (Rev. 7:9-14). They are not the Church.29 

Therefore, we conclude that the Church was removed from 
the scene at some point prior to the Tribulation.

4. The seven-year Tribulation is for Israel, not the 
Church. That’s why it’s called “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble (ועת-צרה היא ליעקב)” (Jer. 30:7).30

In context, Jeremiah is talking in Chapter 30 about 
events that are associated with “that day”—i.e., the es-
chatological Day of the LORD (v. 8; cp. Amos 5:18-20; 
Zeph. 1:14-18). This is not a literal, 24-hour day, but 
rather a prophetic period that begins with the Tribula-
tion and may even extend into the Millennium, which 
will also end with divine intervention and judgment 
(Rev. 20:7-10). So the Prophet Jeremiah is referring here 
to events immediately prior to the LORD’s deliverance 
of Israel (at the close of the Tribulation) and the restora-
tion of King David to the throne (at the beginning of the 
Millennial Kingdom; Jer. 30:9). Hence, the Tribulation 
Period is in view and nowhere is it said to involve the 
Bride of Messiah in any way, shape, or form. It’s not “the 
time of the Church’s trouble.”

Meeting us in the air (1 Thess. 4:17)

Taking believers to Heaven (John 14:3)

Coming for His saints (2 Thess. 2:1)

Only believers see Him (1 Thess. 4:17)

No signs precede it (1 Thess. 5:1-3)

The hope of the Church (Titus 2:13)

The Tribulation begins (2 Thess. 1:6-9)

Taking us to the earth (Zech. 14:4; Acts 1:11)

Bringing believers back to earth (Rev. 19:14)

Coming with His saints (Jude 14)

Everyone sees Him (Rev. 1:7)

Many signs precede it (Matt. 24:3-30)

The hope of Israel (Luke 21:25-28)

The Millennium begins (Rev. 20:1-7)

The Rapture The Revelation

SEVEN DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THE TWO STAGES OF THE SECOND COMING26
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Summary and Conclusion
My purpose in this article has not been to start an argu-
ment with anyone. It’s been simply to explain what we 
believe about the Rapture and why we believe it. 

Fighting and feuding over the timing of the Rapture is 
an exercise in futility because it never changes anyone’s 
mind. When the time comes, God will do it in His own way 
and according to His own schedule. After it’s over and the 
dust settles, we may all find that we were wrong about 
some of the details. So in the meantime, we should be 
charitable toward fellow believers who have views about 
the timing of the Rapture that differ from our own.

One important take-away from this study should be our 
understanding of life priorities. Many of our post-Trib 
brothers and sisters are preoccupied with preparing to 
survive the Tribulation. And for someone who comes to 
faith during the Tribulation, as we know many people 
will, some survival techniques and preparations could be 
prudent and helpful.

What’s curious, however, is that we don’t find anything in 
the NT addressed to the Church about going into survival 
mode and preparing ourselves to face the Antichrist. It’s 
just not there! The instructions are all about being watch-
ful, staying busy, and preparing for the Lord’s return—
whenever that may be (Luke 12:35-48; 1 Thess. 5:1-9).

The glorified Messiah delivered this message to a local 
church through the Apostle John: “Because you have kept 

My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the 
hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to 
test those who dwell on the earth” (Rev. 3:10).

Both pre-Tribbers and post-Tribbers cite this verse and 
claim that it confirms their respective positions. In an ironic 
sort of way, they could both be right. In the Greek text, the 
phrase “I also will keep you from” (i.e., “remove you from”) 
can also be translated “I also will keep you through the hour 
of trial that will come upon the whole world.” Both versions 
accurately reflect the meaning of the Greek text. We would 
say the former applies to the Church and the latter applies 
to the future Tribulation saints.

For believers in Yeshua, service always trumps survival. 
After all, our lives are not our own (Jer. 10:23; Acts 20:22-
24). When God’s people are busy doing His will, whether 
it’s now or during the future Tribulation, He will keep 
us and protect us, and make sure we remain alive long 
enough to get the job done.

Dr. Gary Hedrick  
is president of  
CJF Ministries.
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1The word “Rapture” comes from the Latin Vulgate, a fourth-century Latin translation 
of the Bible, where the English “caught up” (ἁρπαγησόμεθα/harpagesometha in the 
Greek, from ἁρπάζω/harpazo) in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 is rendered rapere in Latin—
and rapere morphs into “rapture” in English. 
2Charles Cooper responds to several of McLean’s points in “The Structure of the 
Book of Revelation—Part 1” (April 19, 2012) at prewrathrapture.com. However, his 
arguments are tedious and, at times, difficult to decipher. We encourage you to check 
out both monographs (Cooper’s and McLean’s) and decide for yourself which one 
makes more sense.
3When you’re at a busy intersection, for example, it’s vitally important to distinguish 
between a green light and a red light (and their respective meanings). To say that a light is 
a light and the colors don’t matter reflects a lack of discernment and could be dangerous!
4Ancient Israel had a legal system presided over by judges. Yeshua told His disciples 
that they would once again exercise this authority, when He returned to establish His 
earthly Kingdom: So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Matt. 19:28). The Moody Bible 
Commentary remarks: “This is a significant promise because it shows that the disciples 
were not only the foundation of the Church (Eph. 2:20-22) but also the leaders of the 
remnant of Israel (Rom. 11:1-6). Jewish believers have this unique status as members 
both of the Church and Israel [i.e., “the Israel of God”]. This promise was probably 
made only to the twelve as a unique group, but the NT indicates that all believers will 
participate with Christ in His judgment of the earth (Matt. 25:21; Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 
6:2; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21)” (Chicago: Moody Press, 2015), 1489. Explanatory section in 
brackets added.
5If you have ever accidentally opened someone else’s mail, you know how difficult it 
can be to discern the meaning of something that was meant for someone else’s eyes. 
An important aspect of “rightly dividing” the Word is learning to distinguish between 
passages that are addressed to the Church and those that are not. Paul called the 
Rapture a “mystery” because it’s part of the corpus of Church-related truth that God 
called him to deliver to us.
6Some post-Tribbers have tried to solve this problem by claiming that God revealed 
the information about the seventh trumpet to Paul supernaturally forty years before 
Revelation was written. But this explanation is inadequate because the whole point of the 
Apocalypse is that it’s a fresh “revelation” of prophetic truth (hence the English title) that 
hasn’t been previously disclosed. We also have issues with efforts to move the writing 
of Revelation back to around the time of the Apostle Paul. The fact remains that any 
connection between Paul’s “last trump” and John’s seventh trumpet is tenuous at best.
7For more information about the rabbis’ understanding of the ram’s left horn (the 
first trump) and its right horn (the last trump), see the footnote on page 1485 of the 
article on “The Year of Jubilee” in Dr. William Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible: Comprising 
Its Antiquities, Biography, Geography and Natural History, Vol. 2 (London: Hurd and 
Houghton, 1877).
8Regarding Paul’s use of the term “last trump” in 1 Corinthians 15:52, Michael 
Houdmann offers yet another possibility on his GotQuestions? blog: “Throughout 
Scripture, trumpets were used as signals to gather people, to set armies on the move, 
and as part of the worship of God. The trumpet that summons the church is called ‘the 
trump of God,’ while those in Revelation are angelic trumpets. Since [the last trump] 
is a summoning trumpet, we can look to the Old Testament for further understanding. 
Numbers 10 gives instruction to Israel about the use of trumpets to call an assembly of 
the people and to set them in motion. The first trumpet blast (v. 4) called the leaders 
together, while a continual blowing was an alarm for the people. A series of trumpet 
blasts was the signal for each group of tribes to begin their journey, and the last 
blast indicated the movement of the last group in the camp. Similarly, 1 Corinthians 
15:23 speaks of different orders, or ranks, in the resurrection: ‘Every man in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.’ Further, 1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17 divides Christ’s own into two groups—the dead in Christ [who 
will be resurrected] and those who are alive and remain [when He returns]. So . . . the 
trumpet is the call for saints to assemble and [make the] journey to heaven.” (“Is the 
last trumpet of 1 Thessalonians 4 the same as the seventh trumpet of Revelation?” at 
gotquestions.org). In any case, we can be certain that Paul’s target audiences in Corinth 
and Thessalonica wouldn’t have known anything about the seven trumpets of the Book 
of Revelation.
9Chapter 1 is “Concepts of Dispensations and a Millennium Prior to the Reformation.”
10Chapter 1, Location 267 in the electronic Kindle version.
11Ibid.
12Ecclesiology is the theological discipline dedicated to the study of the Church (i.e., the 
Ekklesia).
13When individual Christians sin, the Lord disciplines us in much the same way that 
earthly parents discipline their children (Heb. 12:5-11). Positionally, however, we have 
already been justified (Rom. 3:20-24) and our past, present, and future sins have been 
not only forgiven, but also forgotten (Psalm 103:12).
14One example of this misguided creativity is found in Greg Killian’s article entitled “A 
Jewish Wedding,” where he writes, “The young Jewish bridegroom would make the 
following speech as he was leaving [to return to his father’s house]: ‘In my Father’s 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am’ ” (betemunah.org). Tim 
Warner, a post-Trib writer, is exactly right when he points out that connecting this 
supposed “speech” to the words of Yeshua in John 14:3 is a fabrication either by Killian 
(who sometimes goes by the moniker “Rabbi Dr. Hillel ben David”) or by someone else 
(“Jewish Wedding Customs & the Rapture” at answersinrevelation.org).  Nonetheless, 
the Lord’s main point in John 14:3 remains intact—along with other details in the 
wedding analogy—and can still be prophetically informative.
15This pattern is clearly seen in Genesis 24, where Abraham (representing God the 
Father) sent his servant, Eliezer (representing the Holy Spirit), to find a bride (who 
turned out to be Rebekah) for his son, Isaac (representing Messiah Yeshua). The 
usefulness of this analogy is limited, however, because the specifics of the wedding 
feast are truncated into one verse (v. 67) without unpacking further details. 

16The price (dowry) that was paid for Messiah’s Bride was His life’s blood, shed on 
Calvary 2,000 years ago because of His boundless love for her (1 Peter 1:18-19).
17See “Guide to the Jewish Wedding” by Shlomo Shulman (June 30, 2001) at aish.com.
18In John 14, Yeshua said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” 
(vv. 2-3).
19Some folks envision the wedding feast as a formal banquet where millions of us will 
be seated simultaneously at a gigantic, heavenly table that stretches out for miles. 
There, in the New Jerusalem (“Heaven”) we will be dining together while the events 
of the Tribulation engulf the earth. However, some of us think it will be more like an 
extended family reunion where the feasting, fellowship, and festivities continue over 
a period of years! If that’s the case, the wedding feast could begin in Heaven (during 
the Tribulation) and continue well into the Millennium—making it the longest party in 
human history!
20When parables (like the ones incorporating the prophetic wedding motif) are pressed 
too hard, they can lead to peculiar and unbiblical notions. For instance, some religious 
groups claim the distinction of being “the Bride” (like adherents of the “Baptist Bride” 
theory) while relegating other believers (from either before or after the Church Age) to 
the lesser status of invited guests. Note, however, that Revelation 19:6-9 makes no such 
distinction between the Bride and the guests. According to the angel who was speaking 
to John, the Bride and “those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb” are 
one and the same! The Bride also responded to the Lamb’s gracious invitation (cp. 
Matt. 22:1ff; Rev. 22:17). Noted Greek scholar Robert H. Mounce explains, “Note that 
in vv. 7-9 the church is pictured both as the bride and as the guests who are invited to 
the wedding” (The Book of Revelation in The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997], 348).
21The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997), 1613.
22Eventually, the New Jerusalem (“Heaven,” for all practical purposes) will descend 
from the heavenly realm and settle down on a topographically reconfigured 
City of Jerusalem (Rev. 21:10-12). For a fresh, new look at the New Jerusalem in 
prophecy, see What on Earth Is Heaven Like? A Look at God’s City: New Jerusalem by 
Janet Willis (Ashland City, TN: Khesed Publications, 2015). The digital version is 
available on Amazon.com.
23See Endnote 19 for our views about when the wedding feast takes place.
24Dispensationalism Before Darby: Seventeenth-Century and Eighteenth-Century English 
Apocalypticism by William C. Watson (Silverton, OR: Lampion Press, 2015), Location 
285 in the electronic edition.
25Ibid., Location 238. The author explains that this “doctrine of the Rapture . . . 
[survived because it] was recorded in 1316 by a notary in Vercelli, Italy.” For other 
examples of Christians long before Darby who taught a two-stage Second Coming 
event, see “The Pretribulation-Rapture and Tribulation in Eighteenth-Century England 
(1689-1772),” Chapter 10 in Dispensationalism by Watson. 
26This chart is adapted from Norm Geisler’s Systematic Theology, Volume 4: Church, Last 
Things (Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2005), 623.
27Messianic scholar Arnold Fruchtenbaum writes: “The last trump refers to the Feast of 
Trumpets and the Jewish practice of blowing trumpets at this feast each year . . . This is 
what Paul means by the last trump. As such, it says nothing concerning the timing of the 
Rapture; only that the Rapture, whenever it comes, will fulfill the Feast of Trumpets” 
(“The Eschatology of the Invisible Church,” Chapter 6 in The Footsteps of the Messiah 
[San Antonio, TX: Ariel Ministries, 2003], 147).
28“This interpretation [that the upward call to John in Revelation 4:1 is an allusion to 
the Rapture] is supported by noting the similarity between this summons and the one 
the Church anticipates at the Rapture and by the absence of any reference to the Church 
between Revelation 4:1 and 22:16. It is acknowledged even by some supporters of 
this view, however, that there is no authority for connecting John’s summons with the 
Rapture of the Church (Walvoord). In fact, the two events are quite dissimilar . . .”  
(Revelation 1-7: An Exegetical Commentary by Robert L. Thomas [Chicago: Moody 
Publishers, 1992], 336-37). Nonetheless, in order for one event to point prophetically to 
another, the two don’t necessarily have to match in every detail.
29The Church (Gk., Ekklesia; Heb., Kehila) is the collective body of believers in Yeshua 
spanning all the centuries from the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2, when the Church was 
born) until the day of the Rapture. Technically, believers prior to the Day of Pentecost 
(OT saints) or after the Rapture (Tribulation saints) are not considered part of the 
Bride of Messiah. This doesn’t relegate them to a lesser status; it just means they have a 
different role in the divine plan. Jewish believers in Yeshua are “the Israel of God” (Gal. 
6:16), holding dual status as both the Church and also the remnant of Israel.
30In traditional Jewish eschatology (especially as it emerged from the intertestamental 
period), the time immediately preceding Messiah’s coming is known as the “end 
of days” (Heb., acharit hayamim, אחרית הימים). It will be a time of testing and trials 
analogous to the labor pains a woman endures before her child is born. In The Messiah 
Texts: Jewish Legends of Three Thousand Years (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 
1979), Professor Raphael Patai has an entire chapter devoted to the development of 
this theme in rabbinic Judaism (“The Pangs of Times,” Chapter 11). Although he writes 
from an academic, non-Messianic perspective, his summary sounds eerily familiar: 
“The pangs of the Messianic times are imagined as having heavenly as well as earthly 
sources and expressions. From above, awesome cosmic cataclysms will be visited upon 
the earth: conflagrations, pestilence, famine, earthquakes, hail and snow, thunder and 
lightning. These will be paralleled by evils brought by men upon themselves: insolence, 
robbery, heresy, harlotry, corruption, oppression, cruel edicts, lack of truth, and no fear 
of sin. All this will lead to internal decay, demoralization, and even apostasy. Things will 
come to such a head that people will despair of Redemption. This will last seven years. 
And then, unexpectedly, the Messiah will come” (95-96). These trials are the “birth 
pangs of the Messiah” (chevlei haMashiach, חבלי המשיח) and manifest themselves as the 
present age (olam hazeh, עולם הזה) draws to a painful conclusion and gives birth to the 
blessed age to come (olam haba, עולם הבא). Yeshua gave a drash (explanation) of the 
end-time birth pangs in Matthew 24:3-28 (see v. 8, where “sorrows” [NKJV and KJV] is 
from the Greek odin, or “birth pangs”).
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An Amazing Transformation!
Michelle Beadle, CJFM southeast representative (New 
Orleans) writes: “This year I was privileged to share ‘Messiah 
in the Passover’ in 10 churches. In these services, a total of 13 
people embraced Yeshua as their Messiah and Redeemer.”

Once Michelle had completed her Passover tour, she flew to 
Los Angeles to celebrate a second-night Seder sponsored by 
the Messianic Jewish synagogue her son-in-law and daugh-
ter lead. Much to her surprise, a woman with whom she had 
spent a lot of time  on her previous visits, sat down next to her. 
She is Israeli, but a long-time resident of the United States, 
and excitedly shared her good news with Michelle. “She had 
accepted Yeshua as her Messiah! That was fabulous news!” 
Michelle noticed a marked change in her. “Previously she had 
been extremely depressed, but now she was joyful and full 
of life.” She shared with Michelle how grateful she was for 
the love and support that Michelle and the Messianic Jewish 
community had shown her. The greater Jewish community, 
however, had done nothing to help her. It confirmed to her 
that believing in Yeshua was the right thing to do. She added 
that when she embraced Yeshua, her overwhelming guilt  had  
finally been relieved. Michelle says, “Her transformation is 
amazing! She is at peace with God, herself, and others. This 
brave woman tried sharing the love of Yeshua when she went 
to her sister’s house for the first night of Passover, but was 
rebuffed. She was unfazed, however, and happy to be with us 
on the second night. Please pray that she will follow through 
on her commitment to study the Scriptures with me over the 
phone each week.”

God’s Divine Timing
Richard Hill, CJFM representative (Las Vegas) and pas-
tor of Beth Yeshua Messianic Congregation is thankful for 
those who prayed and gave financially to help with their 16th 

annual Passover Seder. Over 100 participants attended, and 
two people prayed to receive Jesus as their Passover Lamb, 
Lord and Savior. Rich is also thankful for the many churches 
who invited him to present the Passover Seder; 15 people at 
one church came to faith in Jesus. He writes: “Most of the 29 
salvations this season were a result of a Passover presentation. 
Is it any wonder that churches should have more Passover Sed-
ers? Also, most of the Jewish people who prayed to receive their 
Messiah did so during the Feast of Passover or Rosh Hasha-
nah (Feast of Trumpets—Jewish New Year).” Every year, Rich 
also presents a Passover Seder for the veterans in Boulder City. 
This year, five veterans rededicated their lives to Jesus. Rich 
also gave out 15 evangelistic T-shirts and 15 copies of his new-
est book, Freedom in the Messiah. Rich asks, “Please pray for 
everyone who received Jesus this past Passover season, and for 
God’s blessings on our veterans.” 

Rich’s wife, Oanh, had the privilege of leading two young girls 
in their congregation to the Lord, one of them just a week be-
fore she and her family moved out of town. Please pray for their 
spiritual growth.

Passover is Perpetual
Michael Campo, CJFM area director (Chicago) explains: 
“Although the Passover season is behind us, in reality, Pass-
over is always ahead. Recently while I was doing a Passover 
Seder in a small church, six people came to faith in Jesus. It 
reminded me why we must keep Passover in our thoughts all 
year round. Passover is the story of redemption—a  story that is 
not seasonal or occasional, but perpetual. The Lamb of God who 
died to take away the sins of the world forgives sin every day of 
the year. And every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper that 
was instituted at Passover, we are reminded of the broken body 
and shed blood that cleanses us again and again. The Jewish 
people conclude the Passover Seder with the phrase, ‘Next year 
in Jerusalem,’ but for those of us who have been saved by the 
Lamb, we need not wait until next year. We must preach the 
Passover all year round.”

Pray for Israel and Ukraine
Pastor Yossi, Kehilat Haderech (The Way) Messianic 
Congregation (Israel) writes: “We encourage you to keep 
praying for the protection of our people, wisdom for our lead-
ers, for God’s peace in the midst of this volatile situation, and 
for a spiritual revival on both sides, as this is the only true 
solution.” Pastor Yossi’s congregation is also in transition: they 
have moved out of their present location and are waiting for the 
construction of their new facility. Pray for a suitable location 
in the interim and “for a smooth and problem-free construction 
process, so that the building may be finished on time.” 

Please pray for the protection of our co-laborers in Israel: 
Efraim Goldstein—CJFM international director and pas-
tor of Or Hagalil Messianic congregation, and Ruth Nessim—
the congregation’s surviving founder (we are so grateful to report 
that Ruth’s lymphoma is now in complete remission). They were 
blessed recently to celebrate the baptism of a young man in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Efraim also asks that we “pray, too, that God 
will show us how CJF Ministries can be of service to the Messi-
anic Jewish believers in the strife-torn Crimea region (Ukraine).”

Why Apologetics?
Eric Chabot, CJFM representative (Columbus, OH) has 
planted an apologetics ministry on the Ohio State University 
(OSU) campus because “it is nearly impossible to do outreach/
evangelism without some kind of apologetics training.”He cites 
author Timothy Keller who says: “Apologetics is an answer to the 
‘why’ question after you’ve already given an answer to the ‘what’ 
question. The ‘what’ question, of course, is ‘what is the Gospel?’ 
But when you call people to believe in the Gospel and they ask, 
‘Why should I believe that?’—then you need apologetics.” Eric 
would like to see more apologetics chapters on college campuses 
in the Columbus area. He adds, “Many Jewish people are secular 
and don’t even believe in God. These chapters give us a presence 
and a platform to help deal with the rapid secularism that per-
meates so many campuses.” Please pray that the OSU chapter 
bears much fruit.

“Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for 
they are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35b).
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Questions
Bible

AnswersAND

by DR. GARY HEDRICK 

QUESTION: My biggest problem with the Bible is rec-
onciling the mean and vengeful God of the OT with the 
loving God of the NT. How do you explain these two con-
tradictory portrayals of God?

ANSWER: This is an excellent (and very old) question! 
Some unorthodox theologians (like Marcion in the second 
century AD) have even gone so far as to say that the God 
of the OT and the God of the NT are, in fact, two com-
pletely different deities. It’s another pseudo-Christian 
heresy with its roots in anti-Semitism. The underlying 
(and flawed) premise is that the ancient Hebrews wor-
shiped a cranky, idiosyncratic God who’s inferior to the 
all-loving God of the Church.1

Much of the controversy is based on a classic error in 
logic—namely, the fallacy of the excluded middle.2 The 
perceived “contradiction” between the God of the OT and 
the God of the NT can only be maintained by ignoring 
much of the pertinent information in both testaments. 
Take, for instance, the notion that Jehovah in the OT 
was harsh, angry, and vindictive. Does this really line 
up with what we read in the Torah? I don’t think so. 
One of the sweetest and tenderest moments in the entire 
Bible is found in Genesis 16, where God (in the Person 
of the Angel of the LORD) finds poor, dejected Hagar, 
Abraham’s wife’s Egyptian servant, wandering alone in 
the desert (v. 7). He finds this young woman, calls her 
by name (something no Egyptian deity had ever done!), 
encourages her, and makes some very special promises 
about her unborn baby (vv. 8-12). This episode is found 
in the Old Testament—but does that sound like a “mean 
and vengeful God” to you?

In the NT, on the other hand, Yeshua (Jesus) was capable 
of being stern and disapproving when circumstances war-
ranted it. He often spoke bluntly to the corrupt powers-
that-be in Jerusalem, for instance. On one occasion, He 
declared, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when 

he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as 
yourselves” (Matt. 23:15).

And again, that’s in the NT—not the OT!

In the ancient Near East (ANE), Israel was surrounded by 
brutal and threatening cultures. So yes, especially during 
their four decades of wilderness wanderings, there were 
times when the LORD (Jehovah) had to act strongly and 
decisively to ensure the survival of His covenant people.3 
To a modern reader with Western sensitivities, some 
actions that were common in the ANE might look like 
disproportionate cruelty or brutality. But in each instance, 
God was applying whatever counterforce was necessary to 
confront the threat to Israel’s survival.

A few years ago, a young, single mother was at home one 
night with her three-month-old baby when two thugs, 
armed with hunting knives, started pounding on the front 
door, trying to break it down. Finally, they succeeded—
and when the first man entered the house, she shot him at 
point blank range with a 12-gauge shotgun, killing him al-
most instantly. The second man fled the scene and turned 
himself in to police a few hours later.4

Do you think it would have hindered her performance if 
this woman had been normally timid and soft-spoken? I 
doubt it. Even in the animal kingdom, when a mother sees 
that her offspring are in danger, even the most fearful 
animal can become vicious (and dangerous!). This woman 
in Oklahoma rose to the occasion and did what she had 
to do to protect her child. Did it mean that she was two 
different people—one non-lethal and the other lethal? Or 
maybe that she was schizophrenic? No; it just meant that 
she adapted so she could protect her baby.

Likewise, the God of the OT and the God of the NT are 
one and the same. There is no contradiction between the 
way He’s portrayed. The perceived differences are just 
God adapting to the varying circumstances and historical 
contexts of the two testaments.

1Arendzen, J. “Marcionites.” In The Catholic Encyclopedia (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1910). Retrieved April 16, 2016 from the New Advent website at newadvent.org/
cathen/09645c.htm.
2The fallacy of the excluded middle, sometimes called the fallacy of a false dichotomy, suggests black-and-white solutions from one extreme or the other while ignoring data that 
falls in the middle. 
3It was critical that the children of Israel survive in the OT because the promises about the coming Messiah were to be fulfilled through them!
4“Oklahoma Woman Shoots, Kills Intruder: 911 Operators Say It’s OK to Shoot” (Jan. 4, 2012) by Kevin Dolak and Ryan Owens (abcnews.go.com).
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QUESTION: Isaiah 65:17 says, “For behold, I create new 
heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be re-
membered or come to mind.” Someone told me this means 
that once we’re in the Eternal State (after the Millennium), 
we won’t remember our past lives, our families, or any-
thing else. Is this really what it means?

ANSWER: No, it’s not. Remember what we’ve said many 
times: in Bible interpretation, context is everything. Go 
back and read the entire 65th chapter and here’s what 
you will find. First, the God of Israel laments His re-
bellious people who sin against Him (vv. 1-7). Then the 
Prophet says the Israelites who repent will experience 
the “new wine” of blessing and restoration (vv. 8-10). 
Next, he quotes the LORD God of Israel as declaring 
that “My servants” (i.e., those who turn their hearts to 
Him) will sing with joy; however, those who continue do-
ing evil (signified by the pronoun “you”) will suffer the 
consequences of their actions and have sorrow in their 
hearts (vv. 11-16).

That brings us to Verse 17. It’s clear that the “former” 
things Isaiah mentions here are the “former troubles” of 
the previous verse: “Because the former troubles are for-
gotten, And because they are hidden from My eyes” (v. 16). 
These former troubles are Israel’s earlier sins and failures. 
Once God’s People cry out for forgiveness, those sins are 
removed from them as far as the east is from the west (Ps. 
103:12). When that happens, their sins are hidden, as it 
were, from God’s eyes and He remembers them no more!

Note that this chapter isn’t about the Eternal State. It’s 
about the Millennial Kingdom, a future time on earth 

when “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion 
shall eat straw like the ox, And dust shall be the serpent’s 
food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy moun-
tain,” Says the LORD (Isa. 65:25).

Verse 17, then, is saying that God will renew the earth 
during the Millennium and He will forget the sins of His 
people once their hearts are truly transformed (Rom. 
11:26). So human beings aren’t the ones doing the forget-
ting in this verse—God is!

God’s people, in fact, are specifically told not to forget cer-
tain things. For instance, we should remember what God 
has done for us: “Remember the former things of old, For 
I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like Me” (Isa. 46:9; cp. Psalm 78). As far as I can tell, 
this admonition not to forget doesn’t come with an expira-
tion date!

At the same time, however, I understand that some believ-
ers have very deep regret about sins they committed before 
they came to the Lord. I have heard their stories and I have 
seen the sorrow etched into their tear-stained faces.

Nonetheless, I believe the Lord has His ways of dealing 
with our bad memories. We will not be tormented by them 
forever. Maybe this is what the Bible means when it says 
that God will comfort us in Heaven and wipe away every 
tear from our eyes (Rev. 7:17; 21:4; cp. Isa. 25:8).

In any case, believers in Yeshua can delight in Paul’s as-
surance that “the [shalom] of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
[Messiah Yeshua]” (Phil. 4:7).
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